Corticotropin-releasing hormone enables weaning from ventilator in a neurosurgical patient under long-term controlled mechanical respiratory support.
A patient with recurrent hemorrhage into the posterior fossa leading to loss of central respiratory drive is described. Repeated i.v. application of corticotropin-releasing hormone over a period of 24 days enabled weaning from long-term controlled mechanical ventilation by reinstitution and maintenance of spontaneous respiration.